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The Holy Father, Pope Francis, has 

declared this year to be the Holy Year 

of Mercy. The scriptural basis for this 

year comes from St. Luke’s Gospel 

and the Sermon on the Plain. At the 

end of Jesus’ teaching he reminds the 

disciples to “Be merciful, just as your Father is mer-

ciful”. This is a reminder of just who God is in him-

self—he is mercy.  Pope Francis said at the an-

nouncement ceremony marking the Year of Mercy 

that “It's a journey that starts with a spiritual con-

version”.  
 

Lent is a season that draws us into God’s invitation 

to embark on a spiritual conversion. God is more 

interested in our future than in our past. It is us who 

need to let go of the sins that hold us fixed to the 

past. This is why the Holy Father has invited us to 

place special awareness this year upon the Sacra-

ment of Reconciliation (Confession). God’s mercy 

is made evident to us through the forgiveness of our 

sins. When the words of absolution are prayed over 

us it becomes an assurance to us that God is desir-

ing a better future for us through his forgiveness 

and his encouragement to us to begin anew with a 

clean heart.  
 

You will see inside this newsletter the greater num-

ber of opportunities to encounter God’s mercy 

through the Sacrament of Reconciliation this Lent.  

I strongly encourage you to move forward in God’s 

love by experiencing his mercy.  
 

The Holy Father has also asked us all to practice 

showing mercy to others through the “Corporal and  

Spiritual works of Mercy”. They are as  follows— 
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The corporal works of mercy:  To feed the hun-

gry; To give drink to the thirsty; To clothe the  

naked; To harbor the harbor-less; To visit the sick;  

To ransom the captive; To bury the dead.  
 

The spiritual works of mercy:  To instruct the  

ignorant; To counsel the doubtful; To admonish  

sinners; To bear wrongs patiently; To forgive  

offences willingly; To comfort the afflicted; To 

pray for the living and the dead. 
 

Perhaps an effort this Lent to practice the works of 

mercy might be a better focus to help you on your 

path of spiritual conversion than to give up choco-

late this year for Lent.  Just a thought. 
 

Have a blessed Lent and may you experience God’s 

mercy and practice mercy in your own life, 
 

 

Fr. Vince 

 

“Be merciful, just as your Father  

is merciful.”  ~Jesus 
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Opportunities for Reconciliation (Confession)... 
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     Private Confessions: 
 

Saturdays—4:15 PM (at St. Olaf) 

Sundays—after the 10:45 AM Mass (at St. Joseph) 

Tuesdays (during Lent)—after 5:30-6:00 PM (at St. Joseph) 

Tuesdays (during Lent)—6:30-8:30 PM (at St. Olaf)  

 
     Communal Penance Services: 
 

Wednesday, February 24, 7:00 PM—ST. OLAF 

Wednesday, March 2, 7:00 PM—ST. JOSEPH 

Wednesday, March 9, 7:00 PM—St. Albert, Sun Prairie 

Friday, March 11, 2:00 PM—Sacred Hearts, Sun Prairie 
 

    These services contain a short time of readings and homily, then time for individual confessions.  

 

Traveling Chalice 

Program 
 

There are many ways to promote 

vocations awareness in our daily 

lives.  Among the best is pray-

er.   As a member of St. Olaf or St. 

Joseph,  you are invited to be an 

essential part of the Traveling 

Chalice Program.  A binder con-

taining suggested prayers travels 

with the encased chalice.   

 

If you would be willing to host  

the Traveling Chalice, please call 

Nancy Cook (846-3274).   

 

There are still several openings 

for 2016! 

Schedule for 

Stations of the Cross 
 

 

ST. JOSEPH:  Stations of the Cross will be 

prayed on the following Wednesdays of Lent at 

St. Joseph Parish at 7:00 PM  in the church.  
 

 Wednesday, February 17 and February 24 

 Wednesday, March 9 and March 16 

 

 

ST. OLAF will pray the Stations of the Cross on the following days— 
 

 Wednesday, February 17 (4:30 PM and 6:30 PM)  and 

 Sunday, February 21 (10:15 AM and 6:15 PM) 

The students portray the message of the station in a “freeze-frame portrait.”  

This way of telling the story of Jesus’ last hours of life gives our students a 

way to put themselves in the story, and us a way to pray the story.  Each year 

the students make these stations their own, so even if you’ve seen the Living 

Stations before, they have the power to touch you in a new way.  ALL parish-

ioners are welcome at any of the 4 services. 
 

 Wednesday, March 2 (7:00 PM)—Praying the Stations with Mary.   

The journey of the Stations of the Cross through the eyes of His Mother. 
 

 Wednesday, March 9 (7:00 PM)—Stations of the Cross with reflections  

of Pope Francis. 
 

 Wednesday, March 16 (7:00 PM)—Stations of the Cross as Disciples. 

Stations of the Cross & Prayer 
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For us as baptized Christians, our Lenten Journey leads us to the Three Great Days, Holy Thursday, 

Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil.  The liturgies of these three days are the summit of the Church 

Year.  For in the Triduum we celebrate the Life of Jesus, his Death on a Cross, and his triumph over 

death in his Resurrection.  It is like a three-act play that happens to take three days to finish.  

  

HOLY THURSDAY—at St. Olaf—(March 24, 2016, 7:00 PM Mass).  The Holy Thursday liturgy is 

rich in symbolism.  We hear the gospel of Jesus washing his disciples’ feet and this year we will wash the feet of 12 people from 

the community.  Just as Pope Francis has given as an example, we will ask for people to participate in the Foot Washing that rep-

resent our entire community, young, old, male, and female.  Would you be willing to participate in this powerful gesture on 

Holy Thursday?   Then we move to the table where Jesus gave us the Eucharist.  Once again we will see members of the com-

munity reverently prepare the altar for this sacrificial meal.  As they weave the altar cloth, we are reminded that our lives are wo-

ven together to form Christ’s body today, here in this place and time.  Let us then hear the words that Jesus said, “Do this in re-

membrance of me,” as our call to fully participate in the Body of Christ.   At the end of the Mass, we will have a procession with 

the Eucharist over to the Parish Center.  Plan to stay for a while and pray in the quiet of the peaceful presence of the Lord.  What a 

rich evening of prayer and tradition we share on this night! 
 

GOOD FRIDAY—at St. Joseph—(March 25, 2016, 1:00 PM Service).  Jesus lived the Father’s will, and 

he proclaimed the kingdom of God where all are loved and no one is left out.  His message of love could not be tolerated by the 

authorities of his day and led to his crucifixion and death.  “Were you there when they crucified my Lord?”  Each time we enter 

into the Passion and death of our Lord, we feel his incredible love for each of us. 
 

HOLY SATURDAY—at St. Olaf—(March 26, 2016, 8:00 PM Easter Vigil).  For the Vigil, we use fire 

and light, water, and oil, music and Word as we await the resurrection of our savior.  This night is the summit of our church year.   

This is the night that we light the Easter Fire that reminds us that Christ conquers the darkness of sin and death.  This is the night 

that we hear the message of God’s saving acts throughout history.  Is it any wonder that this is the night that we initiate our new-

est members with the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist! 
 

 

EASTER SUNDAY—March 27, 2016—(7:30  & 9:00 AM St. Olaf, 10:45 AM St. Joseph) 
 

The 40 days of Lent prepare us.  The 50 days of Easter give us time to absorb the mystery of Resurrection. 

LENT 2016 

Catholic Lenten  

Regulations 
 

The season of Lent begins on 

Ash Wednesday, February 10. 

Lenten regulations are as follows...  

 

1. Catholics who have celebrated their 14th  

birtday are to abstain from meat on Ash  

Wednesday, all Fridays in Lent and Good Friday. 

 

2.  In addition to abstaining from meat, Catholics 

who have celebrated their 18th birthday, until they 

celebrate their 59th birthday, are to fast on Ash 

Wednesday and Good Friday.  Those who are 

bound to this regulation may eat only one full meal.  

Two smaller meals are permitted if necessary to 

maintain strength according to one’s needs, but 

eating solid foods between meals is not  permitted. 
 

 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

is February 10 
Following is a schedule of Masses  

and Services in our Cluster: 

 
ST. OLAF 

 7:00 AM —Mass 

 12:15 PM—Service 

 5:00 PM—Mass 
ST. JOSEPH 

 7:00 PM—Mass 

 SACRED HEARTS 
 6:30 AM—Mass 

 8:30 AM—Mass 
 5:30 PM—Mass 
 7:15 PM—Mass 

 ST. ALBERT THE GREAT 

8:30 AM—Mass 

4:00 PM—Service 

7:00 PM—Mass 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiw94CHjNLKAhXMRCYKHVQCCUcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cliparthut.com%2Freturn-mail-clipart.html&psig=AFQjCNFcYOkttWtOvmlXTe085RnfCX-8PQ&ust=1454257394033316
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Lenten Thoughts from Sr. Marcia... 

Every time that newsletter time comes around, I think “I have nothing to say this year”.  But then I start looking 

around and something sparks my imagination and attention.  This year it is Islam. 
 

I do believe that God can speak to us through the events that happen in our time.  This year with all the violence that 

keeps happening around the globe, I’ve realized how little I understand about Islam.  I have been listening to lectures 

on world religions looking for answers for the clash of religions that seems to be all around us. 
 

As I study the history of Islam, I am amazed at how the history of the world religion echoes our own, at how extrem-

ists in our faith, in Islam, or any faith, can distort the good intent of the religion, and at how committed people in any 

religion can bring about a great deal of good. 
 

As I was listening to the lectures about the Islamic practices, one thought did occur to me.  Just as there are observant 

Muslims, there are also Muslims in name only, who are no longer practicing.  As Catholics, we have the some span 

of involvement.  Sometimes when we study about another faith we come back to our own faith with increased appre-

ciation of it’s beauty and it’s way of being the right faith for us. 
 

Lent is our time to put into practice the actions that we know we should be doing all the time.   Almsgiving—we 

know we have a responsibility to care for the poor, but in Lent we think about that in a deeper way.   Fasting—we 

know that our culture thrives on abundance, but it is good for us to simplify food and luxuries to bring us in solidarity 

with the poor or help us cleanse our lives of excess.   Prayer—we know we are called to pray and develop our rela-

tionship with God, but Lent helps us take that call seriously.  There are so many opportunities to pray with the Com-

munity, Mass, Stations of the Cross, Adoration, Communal Penance and private confession times.  And there are 

helps with our private prayer with the “Little Black Books” that give us short daily reflection.  The important thing to 

do is to spend time with the Lord. 
 

  The gift of Lent is that it calls us to put into practice those disciplines that lead us to a deeper awareness of God’s 

incredible love for us.  His love is a love that is so strong that he went to the cross so that we could be saved. 

 
 

 

“Little Black Books” for Lent  
“Little White Books” for Easter 

Like last year, the parish is offering each family a book of reflections – 

“The Little Black Book” written by Bishop Kenneth Untener of Sagi-

naw, MI.  Bishop Untener’s reflections are set up for 6 minutes a day to 

spend with the Lord.  So many parishioners appreciated Bishop Unten-

er’s down to earth thoughts, that we are making the books available for 

each family again this year. 
 

One of the nice things about this little book is that the left-hand page of 

each day has “Catholic traditions and customs (tidbits of information to 

refresh our memories) and the right hand side gives us a short piece of 

scripture to take into our day.  It’s a nice way to focus our hearts and 

minds during Lent.  Happy Lent! 
 

The Little Purple Books have activities for families with Elementary 

School children. 
 

There will also be a “Little White Book” available for the Easter  

Season.  The 50 days of the Easter Season give us time to absorb the 

great mystery of the resurrection. 

 

St. Olaf 
Easter Environment  

We are looking forward to making the Easter 

Season a true celebration.  You can help us create 

an Easter Enviroment that reflects the season 

through your donation.  Ways to donate:  Place a 

check labeled “Easter Environment” in the col-

lection basket, place your donation in the locked 

box in the vestibule, OR drop it off or mail it to 

the church office.  (Make a donation in honor or 

memory of a loved one.  Please indicate on your 

check, or with a note, the name(s) of the loved  

one(s) in whose name you are 

making a donation.)     

 

Thank You! 
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RCIA Update 
On Sunday, February 14 at 3:00 PM 

candidates and catechumens from 

around the Diocese will gather at St. 

John the Baptist Church in Waunakee 

with Bishop Morlino for the Rite of 

Election and Call to Continuing Con-

version.  The Church formally ratifies 

the readiness of those journeying to-

ward full communion with the 

Church.  All are welcome!   

 

This year we have four members of 

our community who are seeking the 

Sacraments and full communion with 

the Catholic Church:  Stephanie 

Salzmann, Mitch Dhein, Shawn 

Mehlum, and Carolyn Stittleburg.  

As they enter a time of deepening 

prayer and reflection known as the 

“Period of Purification and Enlighten-

ment,” please continue to support 

them with your prayers and encour-

agement. 

 

We also invite you to join them at the 

Easter Vigil Mass to witness their 

reception of 

the Sacraments 

and joyful full 

communion 

with our 

Church.  
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What’s Happening in Bible Study? 
As Catholics, we are called go have an intimate knowledge of Jesus Christ and the Church as revealed 

in the Sacred Scriptures.  To help us, Jeff Cavins, Creator & President of The Great Adventure Bible 

Study, has developed a unique and marvelous way to introduce the faithful to salvation history.  When 

Sacred Scripture, Tradition, and the Magisterium are all brought together in study, the result is a clear 

picture of God’s will for us, resulting in a road map for living out his call.   It’s no wonder lives are be-

ing changed as we study, celebrate, and live out his word within the living Tradition of the Catholic 

Church. 
 

Before Christmas, the Thursday afternoon Bible group finished the study of James: Pearls for Wise Living and now have started 

Galatians: Set Free to Live.  This 8-week study of Paul’s letter to the Galatians speaks directly to the hearts of Christians and ad-

dresses the most important question we can ask:  “What must we do to be saved”? 
 

Monday evening’s Bible group is continuing their 24-week journey with Matthew: The King and His Kingdom into April.   Mat-

thew demonstrates how the promises and prophecies of the Old Testament are fulfilled in Christ who establishes a New Law and 

inaugurates the kingdom of Heaven on earth. 
 

It’s never too late to begin studying the Bible, even now!  We can help you get started with the DVD’s to bring you up to date.  

All are welcome!  For more information, call Barb (846-5726) or Mary (846-4500). 
 

When summer comes—yes, it really will come!—a decision will be made as to what books of the Bible we will begin to study 

starting in October.  The St. Olaf fall newsletter and bulletin will give you the details at that time. 

Please join us for: 
 

Divine Mercy 

in the Second Greatest Story Ever Told 
 

“Experience a breathtaking film journey that  

combines history, Scripture, prophecy and personal  

sacrifice to show God’s merciful desire for you.”   
 

 

Wednesdays, March 2-May 4  

6:30-8:00 PM 
St. Olaf Parish Center 

Cost: $10 
 

—“10 Sessions that make the mystery of Divine Mercy clearer than ever before” . 

—Sessions consist of DVD presentation featuring Fr. Michael Gaitley, MIC., followed  

by group discussion.   

—A guidebook is included with an outline summary of each presentation, insights 

and information for deeper understanding, guided reflections and space for personal  

journaling.  Class will be facilitated by Pam Barton. 

Contact Barb at St. Olaf Parish Center to sign up:  

pcsec@saintolafchurch.org or 608-846-5726 

The Year of Mercy 

“Opening Mass” 
 

Jim and Sue Ann Belda  

represented St. Olaf as they 

attended the Solemn Open-

ing Mass held at St. Maria 

Goretti Church in Madison 

the evening of December 13.   

Bishop Morlino presided at 

the Mass.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiuhYC5v8vKAhUFnoMKHQ5RDeYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cliparthut.com%2Fpig-foot-prints-clipart.html&psig=AFQjCNFQLTqkN27iqcdY03cm_swFX6W1dg&ust=1454035647864128
mailto:pcsec@saintolafchurch.org
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Parish Events & Activities  

Ash Wednesday SOUP SUPPERS  
(Wednesday, February 10) 

St. Joseph—5:30-6:45 PM in the Parish Dining 

Room (before 7:00 PM Mass at St. Joseph). 

St. Olaf—following the 5:00 PM Mass (served 

in St. Olaf Parish Center Hall).  

Please come and join us for soup and fellowship!   

See full article on back page of this Newsletter. 
 

 

“FOOD PANTRY” COLLECTION 
(February 13/14, March 12/13) 
There will be collection bins in the entrance of church.    

Thank you in advance for your generosity! 
 

 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY DANCE  
(Saturday, March 12—at St. Joseph) 
St. Joseph’s Parish, 1935 Highway V, Sun Prairie (East Bris-

tol) will hold its annual St. Pat’s Dance on Saturday, March 12, 

in the Parish Hall.  Music will be provided by the Kristi-B 

Band from 7:30-11:30 PM.  Admission is $10.00 for adults, 

$3.00 for children—the price includes sand-

wiches, snacks and door prizes.  Adult bever-

ages and soda will be sold separately.  Minors 

(under 21) must be accompanied by a parent or 

guardian. 

 

FAMILY ICE SKATE  
(Sunday, March 20—1:00-3:00 PM)  The an-

nual Family Ice Skating, sponsored by the St. 

Olaf Youth, will take place on Sunday, March 

20 at the ICE POND (Waunakee indoor ice 

rink).  We have the rink reserved from 1:00-3:00 PM.  Every-

one is welcome!  The cost is $2.00 for skate rental.  Every fam-

ily is asked to bring snacks to share.  Free will donations will 

be accepted to defray the cost of renting the rink.  This has 

been a popular event for St. Olaf and St. Joseph!  Please email 

or call Paula Hill by March 17 if you plan to attend. 

 

St. Olaf CCW SPRING LUNCHEON  
(Thursday, April 14—11 AM-1 PM) 
The St. Olaf Council of Catholic Women will hold their annual 

spring luncheon on Thursday, April 14.  It will be held from 

11:00 AM—1:00 PM in the Parish Center.  Women of the par-

ish are invited to sign up after Masses in the coming weeks for 

donations and to help at the luncheon.    We appreciate your  

cooperation in using the sign up sheets—it reduces our time and 

effort spent on phone calls.  All are invited to attend the lunch-

eon! 

 

St. Joseph CCW MEETING 
(Tuesday, April 12—7:00 PM) 
St. Joseph CCW will meet at 7:00 PM on April 12, in the parish 

dining room.  Peg Martin from Marshall, WI, will tell us about 

the work that Hosea’s Heart is doing in Swaziland, Africa.   

Hosea’s Heart has started a home in Swaziland for abused and 

at-risk young girls.  The home provides more than a physical 

structure of safety and restoration; it also provides a place where 

the girls can receive hope and healing.  The girls also receive 

academic and faith-based education and participate in skills 

building to provide additional alternative methods for personal 

financial support.  ALL WOMEN OF THE PARISH ARE  

INVITED TO ATTEND! 

 

HELPING OTHERS and HAVING FUN! 
St. Olaf Parish and Community Life Commission 

invites everyone to a special evening of fun and 

service.  Join us for family BINGO and PIZZA 

on Saturday, March 5th at 6:00.  In the spirit of 

Lenten alms giving, we'll also be collecting dona-

tions for Madison DAIS--Domestic Abuse Intervention Services.   
 

DAIS offers shelter and support for the survivors of domestic 

abuse and their families.  We will be collecting cash donations as 

well as these items on their priority "wish list":  Diapers, baby 

wipes, baby lotion, baby shampoo and powder, onesies (size 12 m 

and 24 m), women's socks, gloves and underwear (all sizes), body 

lotion, deodorant, hair brushes, combs, dishwasher safe dinner 

plates, silverware, kitchen utensils and food storage containers, 

bath towels and Wal-Mart or Target gift cards.  
 

Watch for more details in a bulletin announcement! 

St. Olaf  
Knights of Columbus 

PANCAKE BREAKFASTS 
 

Please plan to attend the Knights of Columbus pancake break-

fasts, held in the St. Olaf Parish Center Hall.   

 

(Serving from 7:30-11:00 AM) on the following Sundays: 

 Sunday, February 14—”Sweetheart Breakfast” 

 Sunday, March 13 

 Sunday, April 10 

Upcoming Breakfasts…. 
St. Joseph FAMILY BREAKFAST 

(Sunday, April 3—8:30 AM to 12:30 PM) 
St. Joseph’s Parish, 1935 Highway V, Sun Prairie (East Bristol) 

will hold its annual Family Breakfast on Sunday, April 3, in the 

Parish Dining Room.  Breakfast will be served from 8:30 AM 

to 12:30 PM.  Menu is:  scrambled 

eggs, French toast, sausage, applesauce, 

sweet rolls, coffee, milk and orange 

juice.  Proceeds will be matched by the 

Catholic Order of Foresters. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiVjaT-zsvKAhVllYMKHV9JAtUQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.johnshelleysjournal.com%2Faug_31_12.html&bvm=bv.112766941,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNFBY_X8Tye4dNF5gI9jYSEvqcfl3g&ust=1
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Living Stations of the Cross    
—Wednesday,  February 17:  4:30 PM  and  6:30 PM 

—Sunday,  February 21: 10:15 AM and  6:00 PM 
 

The Confirmation students and the sopho-

mores will be leading the faith formation 

classes and the parish in Living Stations of 

the Cross.   
 

We are adding a brief reenactment of the 

Last Supper  to the foot washing and living 

stations.    This has been a powerful, spir-

itual experience and we would like to en-

courage everyone to attend one of the four 

presentations.  This is a great way to en-

ter into the spirit of Lent.  The Teen Choir will be providing 

the music to enhance our experience of prayer.   
 

Parents of our students, this is a 

great opportunity to pray with 

your children.  Don’t miss it!  

The Stations will be held during the 

regular class times. 
 

 

 

Faith Formation News  
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Faith Formation SURVEY... 
We have been having an increasing amount of difficulty getting 

enough catechists for the Wednesday 4:30 PM classes, ages 

PreK to Grade 4.  We would actively like to address that prob-

lem.  One question that comes up is:  Is 4:30 a bad time?  If so, 

what would be a better time?  We will be sending a survey to 

those parents who currently have children enrolled in that ses-

sion, but I would also like input from other people.  Please help 

us get information so we can address this issue.  Email Paula 

with your answers (dre@saintolafchurch.org): 
 

Concerning the Wednesday PreK – Grade 4 program: 

1. How does the 4:30 time work for your children? 

2. How does the 4:30 time work for you as a potential catechist? 

3. If the time was moved, when would it work better for you 

4. Would 5:00 or 5:15 work better? 

we did move it later, we would consider offering a meal for 

families participating in the early session and the later session.  I 

have had a program like this in another parish, we called it Din-

ner on the Run.  It can be successful.  To avoid the congestion 

of two sessions overlapping, we would move the Prayer Service 

for the younger children to the end of their class, that way they 

would be in church when the middle school and high school 

youth arrive for their classes. 
 

Any other suggestions would be welcome.  The goal is to be 

able to recruit more catechists for the early session on Wednes-

days and ease the stress for families who have children in both 

the early and later sessions on Wednesdays.  Please respond as 

soon as possible.  Thank you. 

 

Senior Recognition 
(Sunday, May 17) 

 St. Joseph—Graduating seniors will be honored at the  

   10:45 AM  Mass at St. Joseph on Sunday, May 17.   

 St. Olaf—Graduating seniors will be honored at the 

9:00 AM Mass at St. Olaf on Sunday, May 17.  A 

breakfast for the seniors and their parents will take place 

after Mass.   

 Junior parents and students will be preparing and serv-

ing that breakfast.  To volunteer, contact Paula Hill at 

846-5726.  It is not too early to volunteer! 

 

 

National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) 
(November 19-21, 2015) 
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Paula Hill—Director of Religious Education, St.  Olaf, PreK-Gr. 11  (846-5726 x14, dre@saintolafchurch.org) 
Bill Ringelstetter—Coordinator of Religious Education, St. Joseph (825-4934, bill@ringelstetter.net) 

Dates to Mark on your Calendar: 
 

     FIRST COMMUNION— 

St. Olaf:  Saturday, April 30, 5:00 PM & May 1, 9:00 AM 

St. Joseph:  Sunday, May 1, 10:45 AM 
 

     CONFIRMATION—Sunday, May 22 at 4:00 PM at  

                                              St. Albert’s in Sun Prairie                                         
 

     SENIOR RECOGNITION— 

St. Olaf:  Sunday, May 15 (9 AM Mass, with breakfast after) 

St. Joseph:  Sunday, May 15 (10:45 AM Mass) 

 
 

Parents of  8th, 9th and 10th Graders— 

We are having a very important meeting concerning  

Confirmation and changes in the Diocese.   
Please attend one of the meetings… 

it is for parents—the students will be in class. 

     —Sunday, February 28 at 6:00 PM 

     —Wednesday, March 2 at 6:30 PM 

The meetings will take place in Church.  I cannot 

stress enough the importance of these meetings.  The Diocese 

of Madison is changing the age of Confirmation and this meet-

ing will explain how we are going to address that change and 

when things will change.  Hearing this directly from Paula will 

help reduce the misunderstandings and misinformation that 

often accompanies changes like this.  It is not a simple change, 

it involves a lot of adjustment to ensure that our youth are 

properly prepared to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
  

Faith Formation SURVEY... 
We have been having an increasing amount of difficulty getting 

enough catechists for the Wednesday 4:30 PM classes, ages 

PreK to Grade 4.  We would actively like to address that prob-

lem.  One question that comes up is:  Is 4:30 a bad time?  If so, 

what would be a better time?  We will be sending a survey to 

those parents who currently have children enrolled in that ses-

sion, but I would also like input from other people.  Please help 

us get information so we can address this issue.  Email Paula 

with your answers (dre@saintolafchurch.org): 

Concerning the Wednesday PreK – Grade 4 program: 

1. How does the 4:30 time work for your children? 

2. How does the 4:30 time work for you as a potential catechist? 

3. If the time was moved, when would it work better for you? 

4. Would 5:00 or 5:15 work better?    

If we did move it later, we would consider offering a meal for 

families participating in the early session and the later session.  

I have had a program like this in another parish, we called it 

Dinner on the Run.  It can be successful.  To avoid the conges-

tion of two sessions overlapping, we would move the Prayer 

Service for the younger children to the end of their class, that 

way they would be in church when the middle school and high 

school youth arrive for their classes. 

5. Any other suggestions would be welcome.   

The goal is to be able to recruit more catechists for the early 

session on Wednesdays and ease the stress for families who 

have children in both the early and later sessions on Wednes-

days.  Please respond as soon as possible.  Thank you. 
 

It is Not Just Trivia! 
I have been asking a hidden question in our newsletters this 

year.  The last question was what woman is mentioned most in 

the Bible?  The answer is Sarah.  Kathy Vander Meer was the 

winner.  She won last time too, but this time she was the only 

one who responded.  People, people, people, this is fun and it is 

not just trivia.  It makes me wonder if anyone reads my articles.  

I want to thank Kathy for reading them.  I am going to try one 

more time:  How many men were actually called “Apostles” in 

the Bible?  Hint:  They are often referred to as the twelve, but 

twelve is not the correct answer.  Hint:  The answer is not about 

how some of the “twelve” are called by different names.  Go for 

it, I will be waiting for your guesses! 
 

Operation Rice Bowl is Here 
Rice bowls will be  given to the children and youth.  Grade 

competitions may be held by some classes.  Operation Rice 

Bowl is not just for children—adults may also take them.  When 

everyone combines their change, it adds up and makes a big 

difference to those in need.  Rice bowl will be available in the 

vestibule.  They can be returned on Holy Thursday, which is 

March 24.  Information about Operation Rice Bowl is included 

with the rice bowls.  This is an opportunity to make a difference 

in our world, thank you for participating in Operation Rice 

Bowl. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiVsc3RvNLKAhWBSiYKHWDsAIAQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartbest.com%2Fclipart-RidR8drKT&bvm=bv.113034660,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNGz7HeU7rJ1j_bR3iurEvLkGzrfww&ust=145427
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St. Olaf Faith Formation OPEN HOUSE  
Sunday, February 7—After the 9:00 AM Mass.   
All of the grades, Wednesday and Sunday, will have displays in the Parish Center Gym. Everyone is invited to see 

what our children and youth are learning in their Faith Formation Classes!  Refreshments will be served by the Parish 

and Community Life Commission!    

 

NCYC Thank you and Appreciation on February 13 
(following the 5:00 PM Mass at St. Olaf) 
The NCYC youth would like to show their appreciation to the parish for helping us reach our fundraising goal so we could attend 

the National Catholic Youth Conference in Indianapolis last November.  We are offering a FREE meal of sloppy joes and 

hotdogs and chips after the 5:00 PM Mass on Saturday, February 13.  The youth will also have a presentation and slide show.  

Everyone is welcome.  Thank you for your support, both financially and by your prayers. 

 

NCYC 2017—Preliminary Interest Meeting 
(Sunday, April 17, 7:30 PM, in church) 
Just as we are wrapping up one NCYC it is time to plan for another.  NCYC 2017 will be November 16-18, 2017.  We are having 

a preliminary interest meeting for parents and students currently in grades 7 – 10 on Sunday, April 17 at 7:30 PM in 

church.  This is not a commitment, it is a chance to learn more about it and to get an idea of how many people are interested This 

is an opportunity for youth and adults who have attended an NCYC to talk about it, a chance for people to ask questions about 

NCYC.  Please mark that date on your calendars. 

Lent 2016                                                                                                                                                          St. Olaf & St. Joseph News 

Faith Formation (Continued…) 

Visiting and Respite Care Team Ministry 
is Here to Serve YOU! 

 

Our team has been active in St. Olaf Parish for over fourteen years and has given many hours of respite to  full 

time caregivers so they can enjoy a little time to relax, go shopping or meet with friends.  Our volunteers also 

make visits to people who are living alone in their own homes, in assisted living, or nursing homes.  An occa-

sional visit can be very uplifting for someone who may have few or even no one to talk to and will surely brighten a very long, 

lonely day.  Some outings are also a possibility, e.g. an occasional luncheon, local shopping or hair appointments.  
 

If you are a full-time caregiver or know of someone who might have need for this free service, please call Dorothy Karls at  

846-4148 or Sue Ann Belda at 846-5857 and find out more about this service, who we are and what we do.  Our new brochures 

have arrived and are displayed on the tables in back of church and in the brochure rack in the parish center hallway next to the 

office, and they will give you more information.    
 

If some of you reading this might feel you’re being called to offer some volunteer 

time in one of our parish’s ministries, but can’t decide on one, perhaps the St. Olaf 

Visiting and Respite Care Team might be your answer!  Please call one of the above 

numbers. 

 

MEN, WE NEED YOU! 

Our ministry is really in need of a couple more men.  We have some men in our com-

munity who are homebound, in assisted living, or nursing facilities who would love 

to have some male companionship and conversation.  The time commitment is flexi-

ble and can be as little as one hour a month, or whatever time frame is convenient for 

each of you.  Please consider volunteering for this important and most helpful ser-

vice.  Again, please call one of the above numbers. 

 

TRANSPORTATION SERVICE 

In conjunction with the Care Team, St. Olaf’s has a Transportation Team that offers 

rides for parishioners to weekend Masses and other church functions.  If you would 

like to attend, but have no means of getting there, please call Tina Lucas at 287-4304 

(preferred number), or  846-0264, or call Bernice Hirsch at 846-3820 to arrange for 

this free service. 

Baptism  
Information 

Parents having their first child baptized 

are expected to attend a Baptism prepara-

tion class beforehand.  The classes are 

held the first Thursday of every other 

month.   Baptism Classes are scheduled 

for:   March 3 and May 5 at  6:30 PM in 

Rm. 104 of the St. Olaf Parish Center.   

Please call the  

Parish Office  

(846-5726) to reg-

ister for the class, 

or to schedule a  

Baptism. 
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ST. OLAF & ST. JOSEPH  
PARISHES 

 

Mailing Address- 
623 Jefferson St.  

DeForest, WI 53532 
 

Phone-  
846-5726 

 

Website- 
www.stolafdeforest.org 

Change of Address, Phone Number, 

Family Status?     
Help keep our records up-to-date.   

Please call the Parish Office at  846-5726  

if you have a change of address, phone number,  

or family status. 

 

Return Service Requested 

Ash Wednesday  
“SOUP SUPPERS”  

 

(at ST. JOSEPH—5:30-6:45 PM) 
St. Joseph’s CCW will be hosting a soup supper on Ash 

Wednesday, February 10, in the Parish Dining Room.   All are 

invited to eat a light supper and enjoy fellowship before the  

7:00 PM Ash Wednesday Mass at St. Joseph. 

 

(at ST. OLAF —after the 5:00 PM Mass) 
Our annual soup supper will be on Wednesday, February 10  

after the 5:00 PM Mass.  The meal will be simple to follow the 

fasting and abstinence rules—meatless soup (a choice of two 

kinds), crackers, bread and water.   

It will help you with the dilemma of 

“what am I going to feed my family”.  

There is no charge for the meal.  

However, we will accept a free will 

offering, with the profits going to the 

Badger Childhood Cancer Network.  

This event is sponsored by the  

St. Olaf Youth.    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
February 10 

 

 

 

ST. OLAF 
7:00 AM —Mass 

12:15 PM—Service 

5:00 PM—Mass 
 

ST. JOSEPH 
7:00 PM—Mass 

 
 

May your  Ash Wednesday be 

a time of reflection 

and promise! 


